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had been accustomed; towards the close of 1808 the governor and the corporation of Montevideo pronounced against Liniers, and on the 1st of the following January the Spanish troops rose in arms in Buenos Ayres; but this rising was quelled by the patriot forces, the Creoles gained the ascendency and secured their complete triumph with the famous revolution of May 25th, 1810. The governing junta appointed on the same day immediately set about obtaining the adherence of all the authorities and towns of the Vireinato; most of them complied, but the Spanish governor and corporation of Montevideo lost no time in declaring war upon the revolutionary powers of Buenos Ayres. The junta then prepared to spread the fire of revolution in the interior of Banda Oriental; it dispatched regular troops, appointed a commander-in-chief of the operations, and intrusted the command of the Uruguay militia to Don Jose Artigas (1811). The population of the rural districts rose in a body, and after various feats of arms, diplomatic proceedings, and acts of anarchy, Spanish power was forever vanquished in Rio de la Plata by the taking of Montevideo by Alvar, in June, 1814.
The American forces had not yet entered Montevideo, when the Argentine directorate decreed that Banda Oriental should form a province alone, with rights equal to those enjoyed by the other provinces, and should be governed by a governor intendente, in the same manner and with the same prerogatives as the other provinces forming part of the state. Shortly afterward the east province of Rio de la Plata was divided into departments which afterwards served as a basis for the new subdivisions, which have successively followed. Artigas, who had left the scene of war because of his misunderstandings with the generals of the army and with the government of Buenos Ayres, had expressed himself as willing that Banda Oriental should figure in the new state of La Plata as a confederate province; on the fall of Spanish power he claimed for himself the government of Montevideo, compelled the general government to withdraw their troops and officials (February, 1815), carried war into the west Argentine provinces, and the following years were passed in a deplorable state of military anarchism, and under a despotic military rule still remembered with sorrow.
rOTlTUCUESE INTERVENTION  IN URUGUAY
The Portuguese government took advantage of the state of affairs under pretext of the necessity of maintaining order in Brazil, which was threatened by Artigas; they calculated that if the Argentine government, engaged in the war against the Spanish forces on the northern confines of their west territory, had been unable to compel Artigas to return to his own provinces and content himself with the command of it, they were still less likely to be able effectually to prevent the armies of Portugal and of Brazil Jron> seizing Banda Oriental. They also calculated that the government of Buenos Ayres would offer no opposition, preferring to lose one province on condition that the terrible leader should be annihilated rather than to see themselves Deprived of authority in the three or four provinces where he constantly dominated, calling their attention from the war of independence to check the progresses of interior anarchism. The Portuguese government, therefore, caused troops to be despatched from Lisbon, recruited others in Brazil, intrusted the command to Lecor, and gave orders to the latter to occupy the fortress of Montevideo, and all the towns and territories situated to the east of Uruguay, ostensibly to re-establish order but in reality to complete their conquest. Towards the close of 1816, three armies penetrated into the province at three distinct points. Theed by the people was assembled at Tucuman, where Payridon was declared of Venezuelandications of a spirit of tribunal were called oidores, and their number varied according to the population and
